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  A scene  not often photographed by railfans around Manila is this of routine maintenance being  
carried out at the Tayuman locomotive depot. 

  Rodney Orca was lucky enough to capture this view during a 2009 visit. 
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PAYPAL �OW ACCEPTED 

PRHS President’s Report 
 
Hello, 
           With our arrival at issue #4 we have completed our first year of the 
society and this newsletter. 
  Things have been a little slow as we jump all the usual hurdles of setting up 
a new society, however we gradually become more well known both in the 
Philippines and in the worldwide railfan community. 
  We have experienced a number of teething troubles in our first year, but we 
have certainly learned from these and hope to move further forward in 2010. 
  As we enter 2010 we look back on a year of achievement in the Philippine 
preservation hobby.  
  First there was the restoration of BUDA 22 and the commencement of work 
on her sister 23, the later of which will be powered. 
  The RIHSPI has been granted permission to restore the beautiful and his-
toric Abad Santos signal box, work on which will hopefully start early this 
year. They are also negotiating permission to use a disused building for res-
toration work and as an initial home. 
  The same group was responsible for a major photographic display at       
Tutuban station, all being done before President Arroyo visited for the inau-
guration of the new, Korean built, DMUs. 
  However 2010 promises to be another big year of change, both public rail-
way and preservation wise. 
  The RIHSPI will start the year by electing a new president. The most popu-
lar choice is very dedicated to preservation there and, should he be elected, 
we are looking forward to an entirely new chapter of assisting him and his 
society to again get moving after what has been a number of months of stag-
nation. 
  Things have also been a bit slow for us with our marketing/membership 
officer, Paul Hornby, out of the country since around June. His return to 
Australian shores in February will see a huge turnaround in our publicity, 
something I have avoided during his absence. 
  On the PNR itself there is much in store for 2010. The reopening of the line 
back to Legaspi is one major expected event, as is the opening of the LRT1 
north extension and the continuing work on Northrail. 
  Of course we are all hopeful for positive news on the reopening of Carmona 
and the often discussed Batangas and Sta Cruz lines.  
  Probably the most interesting item on railfan minds at the moment is the 
last minute 2009 announcement of locomotives coming from Taiwan to help 
the dwindling GE fleet. 

  It will be an interesting year—Please join us for it. 

  Opinions made in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect those of the 

‘Philippine Railway Historical Society’ or any of its board and  

members. 

  All items appearing in this newsletter are subject to copyrite. The  

contents should not be scanned, photocopied, shared, placed on the 

internet, without the prior permission of the editor and, where relevant, 

the author of the original work. 

  Permission to use anything appearing in this publication can be gained 

by emailing PRHS.Society@gmail.com or our publishing email address  

philippinerailwayhistorical@yahoo.com.ph 

  Used items should be credited to this newsletter and, where relevant, 

the author of the original piece. 



The following are extracts from an article in 

Austalia’s ‘Bayanihan �ews’. The author 

kindly granting us permission to share the  

railway parts here. 

http://bayanihannews.com.au 

———————————————————– 
 
  When train wagons were loaded with forest  
products of Napolidan and left town for north and 
south destinations, we , the kids had the wide  
lumber yard to ourselves, until the early night of 
the day when parents started looking for their  
children because dinner was ready at home. 
  Almost, always, we were still playing in the lum-
ber yard, the space between the railway line and 
the main road of the town. The area become so 
obvious and visible without the forest products 
and empty train wagons. 
  The only house in the yard was also a wooden 
structure built by the company as its town office. 
  Since the railway lines were just a few metres 
away from our backyard, we became familiar with 
the train. We were all, particularly, fascinated with 
the long Bicol Express, the main passenger train 
from Manila to Legazpi City. 
  This is one reason while most of our experiences 
when we were growing up were linked with the 
activities related to the coming and going of the 
train, majority with the long Bicol Express train. 
  We were constantly observing the movements of 
passengers, whether they be loading or unloading 
their cargos or moving to the connecting bus trip 
that would take them to other parts of Bicol not 
reached by the railway line. 
  The train added to our entertainment, particularly 
when the annual Railroad Trade Fair was visiting 
Sipocot. We would spend many hours, even  
during the evening visiting and re-visiting the 
trade exhibition. 
  The exhibition was to showcase the products of 
the railroad towns, from Tutuban Central Station 
in Divisoria, in Manila, to the end of the line in 
Legaspi.  A local program participated in by local 
officials would signal the arrival of the train trade 
exhibit, usually comprised of 15 to 20 carriages, 
furnished with exhibit items., after emoving the 
passenger seats. 
  The train expo would stay in Sipocot for ten days 
and an official opening was held at the Sipocot 
Railway Station, with the town mayor and other 
officials officially opening the event. 

  We became familiar with the products of other 
towns, aside from those of the Bicol provinces, 
during the period of the train exhibition. 
  The Sipocot railway station became the hub of 
many travellers going to Camarines Norte and 
other parts of Bicollandia. 
  People living in these areas had no recourse but 
to get off at Sipocot railway station and take an-
other ride, usually in one of the bus fleet of the 
Alatco company, to take them to their destination, 
as for as the inland towns of Quezon province. 
  Soon we became familiar with the local life in 
the railway station where little children as young 
as 6 years old were already selling kakanin (food-
ed) or bottled drinking water to hungry and thirsty 
passengers of the train. 
 As a young boy, I spent many years of my life in 
that station as a vendor selling bottled water (yes, I 
did that as a commercial venture ahead of Nora 
Aunor who was peddling bottled water at Iriga 
Railway Station, about 300 kilometres away from 
Sipocot. 

MEMORIES OF SIPOCOT? 

RENATO PERDON 
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Filipino Drinks 

Door To Door Cargo & Money Remittance 

 

1073 Botany Road, Mascot 2020   -   PH: (02) 

8338 8438 

EMAIL: pasalubongptyltd@bigpond.com 

Website: Coming Soon. 

 

Donations can be made to the society at 

Pasalubong just look for our donation 

box in store. 

The ‘Philippine Railways SIG)’ is currently cata-
loguing all the groups archives and listing them. 
At various railway stations 
These archives will be available to members of the 
PRHS and others for research purposes. 
 
  We are always seeking articles, old documents 
(even copies), photos, technical details and anything 
else for inclusion in the archive. 



PHOTOS 

Below are some photos of Renato’s brother in front of rollingstock at Sipocot and some  

tickets from the PRHS archive collection. 

  Selling bottles water to train passengers was not a big deal. We were filling a need. It was an accident. One 
day when the train was stranded in Sipocot due to problems caused by a big typhoon that destroyed part of the 
northern railway line. 
  One of the train passengers, a family man approached us kids and offered us money if we could get him 
drinking water for his children whom he could not leave alone.  
  We took two big garapons (jar-ed) and went inside the railway station canteen and asked for some water for 
free. After we handed the garapons full of drinking water, he thanked us and gave us fifty centavos, then a big 
amount, specially for little kids like us. 
  Because of that experience, my friends and I went home and looked for empty bottles with cap or crown on. 
We found two bottles, two marka demonyo, two San Miguel, and one a ketchup bottle. We cleaned them using 
the artesian well at home. The stubborn dirt we could still see inside the white bottle was removed by soaking 
the bottles in hot water with soap powder. 
  In the afternoon we went back to the railway station and sold the five bottles straight away. 
  It was the start of a juvenile entrepreneurial venture which gave us pocket money when we went back to 
school. 
 From selling bottled water I went on to a more lucrative activity, selling balut and penoy, and finally being a 
grown up boy already, I tried selling newspapers, comics and magazines to train passengers. 
  We always celebrate when the oncoming train was late for whatever reason because it would mean extra  
income for us young vendors. 
  The items were sold to passengers supplied by the family who had a concession over the managing of the  
railways canteen and cigarette kiosk. So we were somewhat given special approval to go up the train when it 
stopped at the railway station to sell our goods. 
  That was the beginning of another experience as ambulant vendors. Soon we would even venture a few towns 
north and south, even as far as Naga City. 
 I particularly liked the free trip to Naga City because I was given a chance to go around the city. 
  We became friends with the train conductors whom we would allow to borrow comics, specially the popular 
Tiktik. 



FAST TRACK 
News Briefs from around the Philippine Islands. 

PHILIPPI�E �ATIO�AL RAILWAYS 

*  After a rather bad start to local operations out of 
Naga, November saw more works trains and passenger 
operations . 
  In an unfortunate event, a two year old baby lost is leg 
when ran over by a Sipocot bound train fron Naga. The 
toddler wandered on to the line at Barangay Triangulo 
while playing nearby. 
  Things soon settled down and a daily service com-
mencing at 05.30 in Naga now operates to Sipocot, then 
reverses to go to Ligao. The train then does the opposite, 
returning to Naga in the middle of the afternoon. 
  The service was reported early in 2010 to be loosing 
money and that it requires more passengers. During the 
period Dec. 16 to Dec. 31, 2009 diesel expenses alone 
reached P224,000 while the income derived from opera-
tion only totalled P43,648.   
  It is expected that ridership numbers will improve 
when the service can again access Legaspi and if a more 
frequent service can be commenced. 
*  Early January saw a PNR official confirm that second 

hand locomotives were being acquired from Taiwan, 
with the possibility of passenger coaches joining them. 
  Local diesel fan, Alberto Nual, believes they will be 
older EMD locomotives. If this is the case, this would be 
the first time this manufacturers locomotives have ran on 
PNR tracks. 
*  PNR Chairman, Michael Defensor, is reported to be 
seeking the position of Quezon City Mayor, replacing 
long term Mayor Sonny Belmonte. What this means for 
his future with PNR is unknown. 
 * A PNR employee recently advised that the operator 
has plans to reopen the branchline to Carmona which 
was closed due to typhoon damage in 2006. 
  As part of the Hanjin Linkage Project the former  
crossing gates are being gradually replaced with new 
electronic ones operated by a push button from the  
gatekeepers hut. 

 

TRA�S PA�AY RAILWAY 

*  The Court Of Appeals in Cebu City has granted a 
60-day temporary restraining order against demoli-
tion of houses belonging to squatters along former 
Panay Railway land. 
  The squatters claim that they are lessees of the lots 
and that some have made improvements costing mil-
lions of pesos. 
  Squatters had earlier defended their land using 
stones, steel and pieces of wood. 
  It is still unclear if any funding for the rebuild has 
been forthcoming. 
   

LIGHT RAIL TRA�SIT AUTHORITY (LRTA) 

*  February should see the completion a feasibility 
study by Marubeni Philippines for a 4 km extension 

of Manila LRT Line 2 along the Marcos Highway 
from Santolan station in Pasig to Antipolo/Masinag  

Market in Rizal. The Light Rail Transit Authority is 
hopeful of negotiating financing for the 9·4bn pesos pro-
ject from JBIC or local banks, with a view to starting 
construction in January 2011.  
*  The LRTA announced a new record was set during 
2009 with over 149 million passenger journeys made. 
 * An offer has been received from a Shanghai-based  
construction company to build the Light Rail Transit 
(LRT) system going south to Cavite utilizing Chinese 
funding, a high- ranking Transport official has been 
quoting saying.  
 Guiling Mamondiong, undersecretary for rails of the 
Department of Transportation and Communications 
(DOTC) said the China Shanghai (Group) Corporation 
For Foreign Economic & Technological Cooperation 
(SFECO) has submitted a proposal to construct the $ 
1.88 billion LRT Line 1 South Extension Project.  
 

METRO RAIL TRA�SIT (MRT) 

*  Due to a lack of money to free the investments of the  
state-owned ‘Land Bank of the Philippines’ and 
‘Development of the Philippines’, the Philippine  
government is reportedly unlikely to make good its 
promise to sell the MRT-3 back to the private sector. 
*  China Southrail, China Northrail and the Candadian 
company Bombardier are amongst 8 foreign companies 
interested in a $200 million MRT expansion project. 
  Other interested companies come from Australia, Italy 
and Korea. 
  The expansion project, which will involve the purchase 
of additional train cars (expected to be 73 coaches), in-
stallation of an improved traffic management system and 
an automatic fare collection scheme, is to facilitate eas-
ing of current passenger congestion and improve ser-
vices on the line currently used by over half-a-million 
people a day. 
   
 
 

View of LRT2 taken by Em Esber during July 2009. 



Dear members, 
 
For the past 5 months I have been living in Naga 
City Philippines which has restricted my efforts in 
Australia to promote rail preservation of the Philip-
pines.  However I have remained busy in Naga City 
documenting PNR in this region and building a 
strong relationship between PNR-Naga City and our 
members. The friendliness and support I received 
from the PNR staff has been overwhelming and I 
see this relationship developing further in the future. 
 
Brad, David and Bill have also been busy during the 
past months building the foundations of our society 
through surveys in Manila and the building of a  
research archive. These efforts have been crucial to 
the future success of rail preservation in the Philip-
pines and a testament to the good people there are in 
both societies. 
 

Trip Report 
 
I was fortunate enough to be invited by PNR to go 
with them as an observer on a maintenance trip to 
Pili on Friday 31st of July 2009. We set off early in 
the morning on locomotive 922 hauling open wag-
ons containing soil to build up the embankment 
along the tracks to Pili. The locomotive lumbered 
along through Naga City blasting its horn to warn 
people off the tracks and to encourage cars and 
Jeepneys to stop at the railway crossings. The cab of 
the locomotive caught many illegal live power lines 
stretching between villages along side the track on 
the way to Pili and I was constantly imagining 
someone’s TV set being towed behind us. The sec-
tion of line to Pili was very over 
grown with vegetation and looked 
jungle like and PNR is planning in 
the future to cut down the vegeta-
tion from either side of the track. 
 
The train stopped at various areas 
along the line and the workmen 
would open the side doors of the 
wagons and shovel the soil out onto 
the side of the tracks. As the train 
got further out of Naga City the 
more scenic the trip became with 
beautiful palm trees and streams 
surrounding us. The stopped half 
way to Pili and we all had lunch in a 
nipa hut in what I would describe as 

a small farm village. After lunch we continued onto 
Pili and we arrived at the station area of Pili where 
people swarmed around the locomotive in a state of 
amazement. The train has not been running in Bicol 
for some years so the site of a train always gener-
ates interest with the locals. All that remained of 
Pili train station was a very small building with its 
roof caved in. 
 
On Tuesday 4th August 2009 I was again an ob-
server on an inspection run to Ligao. This was the 
first inspection trip to Ligao and a test of the newly 
repaired line. Locomotive 922 was on an early 
morning roster hauling the metro dormitory car on a 
fast run towards Ligao stopping occasionally to in-
spect parts of the line. We stopped at Polangui sta-
tion for lunch, and it was there I discovered a new 
BC box car. On arrival at Ligao masses of people 
lined the station to greet the train on this rare occa-
sion. After shunting 922 to the reverse end of the 
dormitory car we set off again bound for Naga ar-
riving there late in the afternoon. 
 
Since these maintenance trips the passenger’s ser-
vices have resumed between Naga City and Ligao, 
and Sipocot. It has been great to see the locomotives 
and passenger cars newly refurbished and providing 
a valuable transportation service to the people of 
Bicol. 
 
I would like to thank Philippine national Railways 
Naga division for their assistance over the past 2 
years; and especially Engineer Del Rosario and 
Driver Romeo Caincol. 

NAGA NOTES (PRHS - NAGA DIVISION REPORT) 

Paul Hornby 

PHILIPPI�E RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

�AGA DIVISIO� 
 
Co-ordinated by PRHS secretary, Paul Hornby, this group is be-
ing set up for Bicol region railfans  to research railway history, 
observe current railway developments and promote friendship in 
the tradition of the PRHS. 
 
Initially intended to be website based, possibilities of local pres-
ervation projects are also being investigated. 
 
If you are interested, please feel free to contact Paul via our email 
address. 
 

PRHS.Society@gmail.com 



PHOTOS 
 

Top: With the recommencement of local shuttle trips out of �aga, stations like Pili again get to see the daily 

sight of passenger trains. Very wet conditions greet the arrival of this early 2010 service which  

had PRHS secretary, Paul Hornby, on board. 

 

Bottom: Disused P�R bridge at  Marilao, Bulacan taken on December 26th 2009. Photo: J R Tegio 



BUFFER STOP 

CORRECTIO�S 

  The last issue contained a couple of errors. The first was 
the misspelling  of Mr Andal’s name with an ‘e’. Also the 
DMU photo on page 5 was taken by Jay R Tegio. 
  Apologies to all concerned. 

ADVERTISE I�  

‘ALO�G  DA RILES’ 

A�D HELP THE SOCIETY. 
 

Our newsletter goes out to members, publish-

ers and rail industry people around the 

world. 

For as little as A$15 you can have an add the 

size of that appearing on page 3. 

All advertising costs go to the PRHS and as-

sist our efforts to help Philippine railway 

preservation. 

THA�K YOU 
Thanks to  

 
Graham Holt, Rodney Orca, David Phillips, Jay R Tegio, 

Wheel On Steel and SkyHarbour. 
PhilippineRailways Yahoogroup Forum 

 
Without your help we would not have a magazine. 

CHAT GROUPS FOR PRHS MEMBERS! 
 
You may not realise there is a group on the internet for 
members of the Philippine Railway Historical Society. 
The PRHS Yahoogroup is for members only. Visit the web-
site and put your membership number in the message section 
when applying. 
This group is for historical discussions, updates on magazine 
and group events, contributions. 
 

Join in today! 
 

 http://groups.yahoo.com/group/PRHS 
 

 

RAIL-MAIL 
 
Hello, Brad, 
 
Today we rode the "Bicol Commuter Service" 
afternoon train from Naga to Libmanan and 
back. 
 
  The posted schedule was effective December 
16, and shows a 530AM train from Naga to  
Sipocot, returning at 700AM, stopping in Naga 
at 8:30, and going south to Ligao. 
  It then leaves there at 11:00, stops in Naga at 
13:20 and goes on to make the round-trip we 
took. 
 
  Currently, at least today, it is not keeping the 
Libmanan - Sipocot advertised.  We were told 
the line is under repair.  
 We did enjoy a "Skate" ride a short distance 
north from Libmanan, too.  Quite an innovative 
service! 
 
There are three coaches, all alike outside, but all 
with different interiors. One seems to be a    
former long-distance reclining seat coach.  The 
train was fairly well patronized, and the ride is 
beautiful. 
 
Thanks for your info which put me on the right 
track.  
 We've also found Naga a beautiful city.Today 
was the annual celebration of the local  
paptriotic martyrs. 
 
Enjoy your trip in February. 
 
'Rick LaBrecque 

WE �EED YOUR 

HELP 

 
‘Along Da Riles’ is always looking for the following for 
inclusion. 
 
Photographs - Trip Reports  -  Historic Articles 
News on current Philippine railway happenings. 
Rollingstock updates and information. 
Railway industry news. 
MRT/LRT news. 
Sugar railway news. 
Other news of industrial interest, whether this be other 
forms of transportation, or historical items on major indus-
trial concerns. 
Old documents and tickets (these can be scanned if you 
wish to retain the original). 
Philippine railway modelling topics. 
 
  We are also seeking people to write regular MRT/LRT 
and other transportation columns and a quarterly update on 
Philippine preservation activities.  


